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General Charles King — An Appreciation 



By E. M. STUART 



THE NAME of General Charles King 
brings back to us days of delight, 
especially if his works were read at 
the period when romance finds the heart 
most ready to bid her welcome, for to derive 
from his stories all the pleasure that is in 
them one should have the quick imagina- 
tion and sympathy of youth, its enthusiasm 
for deeds of bravery, its exquisite apprecia- 
tion of tales of love. 

Even though nearing his seventieth birth- 
day, there is something surprisingly youth- 
ful about the General himself, for which 
the erect carriage of the soldier, the clear- 
ness of eye and ruddiness of complexion 
that come from outdoor life are in some 
measure responsible. Back of this, how- 
ever, is the spirit of the man himself, his 
understanding of, and sympathy with 
youth. This faculty shines through all of 
his stories and is one of the elements that 
has contributed to his great popularity. It 
is a faculty, too, which peculiarly fits him 
to assist in directing the training of young 
men. 



First of all, however, the General is a 
soldier, even though his story-telling faculty 
antedates his military career. The alert 
bearing, precision of manner and speech, 
kindly yet dignified, are those of the finest 
type of military men. The man who has 
undergone the baptism of fire receives 
therein a spirit that calls forth instant 
recognition and instinctive respect from his 
fellows. By having so well learned the 
soldier's lesson "to obey" he acquires un- 
consciously the power to command so that 
the mind of another instinctively salutes as 
to a superior officer. 

It is inspiring to reflect that the man with 
whom one converses has fought every foe 
that his country has known in his time. 
While still a lad General King enlisted in 
the Army of the Potomac and witnessed 
some of the severest battles of the Civil 
War. From the front he was sent to West 
Point at the command of President Lincoln, 
which institution shares with Columbia 
Colleee the credit for his education and 
training. 
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BRIG. GEN. CHARLES KING. U. S. V. 
(Capt. U. S. A. Retired) 

— Courtesy St. John's Military Academy, Delafield, Wis. 



Later General King saw severe service in 
the Indian Wars, fighting over the same 
terrible country where Custer lost his life. 
It was during this strife with the savages 
that he received a serious wound in his 
right arm which still reminds him of these 
campaigns after too long a siege with the 
pen. At the outbreak of the Spanish War 
the then Captain King was commissioned 
as a General of the Militia and saw active 
service throughout the campaigns in Cuba 
and the Philippines. 

Though born in New York, and educated 
at Columbia, General King is, in fact as 
well as in heart and sympathies, a Western 



man, claiming as his home 
state Wisconsin, where he 
has resided since 1845. ^is 
interest in St. John's Military 
Academy, situated within a 
few miles of Milwaukee, 
where he himself played as a 
boy is thus only natural, a 
friendly, neighborly, fatherly 
interest of the soldier and the 
man. 

"I saw the school start in 
a barn the year my youngest 
boy was born," said the Gen- 
eral, "and when he grew to be 
quite a lad, upon his return 
from a trip abroad, although 
I had scholarships for him in 
other schools, I choose St. 
Johns for his academic educa- 
tion. Today he is a lieuten- 
ant in the navy and side by 
side with his Annapolis diplo- 
mas on the walls of his cabin 
in the battleship Montana 
hangs his diploma from St. 
Johns, and it would be hard 
to say which one he treasures 
most." 

General King has great 
faith in the West and in 
western institutions. He has 
seen the friends of his boy- 
up to occupy the highest 
positions in their respective lines, and the 
vigor and resistless force of the west- 
ern spirit appeals to him. Therefore, 
when he said of the boys at St. Johns 
that they were "pretty fine types of 
Western lads," one could recognize that 
there was much more back of these words 
than simple compliment. 

Of late years General King has occupied 
his time very largely with his literary work 
for which the demand has been so great 
that he has been obliged to dictate much 
of his composition from carefully written 
notes to the phonograph. 
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